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In this stirring audiobook, David McCullough tells the intensely human story of those who
marched with General George Washington in the year of the Declaration of Independence, when
the whole American cause was riding on their success, without which all hope for independence
would have been dashed and the noble ideals of the Declaration would have amounted to little
more than words on paper. Based on extensive research in both American and British archives,
1776 is the story of Americans in the ranks, men of every shape, size, and color, farmers,
schoolteachers, shoemakers, no-accounts, and mere boys turned soldiers. And it is the story of
the British commander, William Howe, and his highly disciplined redcoats, who looked on their
rebel foes with contempt and fought with a valor too little known. But it is the American
commander-in-chief who stands foremost: Washington, who had never before led an army in
battle.The darkest hours of that tumultuous year were as dark as any Americans have known.
Especially in our own tumultuous time, 1776 is powerful testimony to how much is owed to a rare
few in that brave founding epoch, and what a miracle it was that things turned out as they
did.Written as a companion work to his celebrated biography of John Adams, David
McCullough's 1776 is another landmark in the literature of American history.

"Let me put it to you in these terms: If you read no other book this year, you must read this one."
― Los Angeles Times"A highly original literary work and a great human story. . . . stirring and
fascinating." ― San Francisco Chronicle"A book that all Americans should read." ― New York
Times"This book is remarkably lively and interesting anthropology." ― Atlantic"Kroeber's book,
one of the few scholarly volumes of this [the 20th] century to reach the best seller list, presents a
sensitive and sympathetic discussion of this 'stone age' man. . . . As a biography, this book is
remarkable. As a reference work on central California ethnology it is outstanding. As a record of
acculturation-of carefully observed sudden impingement of one culture upon another-it is
unique, and its record of psychological reactions is worthy of careful note." ― American
Anthropologist"The story of Ishi is indescribably sad. Theodora Kroeber has told it concisely,
factually, sympathetically, and beautifully. She has avoided the excesses of pathos or
condemnation to which such a story lends itself." ― Ethnohistory“One of the first widely read
books to offer an unvarnished account of the near-extermination of indigenous Californians in
the late 19th century. . . . [which] remains a staple of that state’s high-school curriculum.” ―
Chronicle of Higher Education"If we wish to know something of the inhabitants of this continent
before Western Man arrived, what is surely known of them, what they believed, what our part
was in their ultimate fate, this book can give many answers. And the answers are truly moving,
elements of drama and high tragedy." ― American Scientist"Through it all, Ishi emerges a man,
an individual; always a man who himself embodied not only the history of his people, but also an



acceptance of the world that destroyed them. That she has been able to accomplish this blend
of personal reality and symbol, while at the same time telling an important story, is Mrs.
Kroeber's triumph." ― Social Forces"Either as an historical or ethnographic document, or as the
moving narrative of an appealing human being, this book must be regarded as a truly worthwhile
addition to the literature." ― Journal of American Folklore"One of the reasons that Ishi stands out
so clearly is that Mrs. Kroeber has recon- structed this background history with such
thoroughness and skill. The biography does justice to the man and his two worlds." ― Pacific
Historical Review"The extremely readable, seemingly effortless style produced by Theodora
Kroeber is that of a master craftsman. . . . The techniques which Mrs. Kroeber applies to the
handling of historical materials are well worth study by anyone interested in presenting history in
valid, yet interesting, form." ― Hispanic American Historical Review"A unique and vividly written
account of the successive steps in the extinction of an aboriginal California people." ― Annals of
the American Academy of Political and Social Science"Kroeber, after compiling all the facts with
careful research and questioning, has produced a beautifully written, fascinating, and accurate
book." ― Pacific Northwest Quarterly"Ishi is probably the best book concerning American
Indians yet written. Were one to read no other book about American Indians, this one would do."
― Arizona and the West"All in all, this is a perceptive and humane study of Ishi by a writer of
sensitivity and intuition." ― Plains Anthropologist“A remarkable book.” ― OregonianAbout the
AuthorTheodora Kroeber (1897–1979) was a noted anthropologist and the author of many
books, including The Inland Whale. Her husband and collaborator was Alfred Louis Kroeber.
Karl Kroeber (1926-2009) was Mellon Professor in the Humanities at Columbia University and
coeditor, with Clifton Kroeber, of Ishi in Three Centuries. He was the son of Theodora and Alfred
Kroeber. Lewis Gannett (1891-1966) was a critic for the New York Herald-Tribune.
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Colorado Engineer, “Leadership Perspective for the Millennial Age. EXCELLENT BOOK! Here
are my take-aways. Detailed comments include context in the attached photos.First leadership
take-away: Leadership Despair. Project execution requires loyalty and faithfulness… yet, some
troops didn’t care, or worse they purposely screwed it up or poisoned the water by sowing
discord amongst troops. General Washington could encourage people, but he could not control
their attitude. Washington turned to a home improvement project where he had control. This
was how he kept sane knowing full well the sovereignty of our country was at stake.Second
leadership take-away: Leadership styles must be tailored for certain group types. Examples:•
Lead from the front --- required for inexperienced groups (perhaps for millennials)… in a
business, or for the Revolutionary War!• Manage capabilities (lead from behind as a driver) ---
needed for groups who are self-reliant and are able to manage technically, but the business or
mission strategy needs full time leadership especially when stakeholder connections are
important.• Be an advisor --- needed when the business or mission has a leader and could be
performing well (or not), and the expertise of a seasoned consultant is needed for greater
impact.A leader that encourages a team from the front, is a leader that imparts a vision while
standing should-to-shoulder during the fight. Washington rallied his troops for the sake of their
country.In today’s work environment, the work ethic is characterized by electronics and button-
pushing. In this book, the younger generation lacked the warrior ethos or the drive to soldier it
alone. General Washington recognized ineptitude as a result of people “unused to restraint”.
The Continental Army seemed to be a dysfunctional group of farmers. Somehow, fighting for
freedom may have been an ideal, but seemingly not a strong determination. In the words of
Washington, a special kind of leadership was required. As he stated, “A people unused to
restraint must be led, they will not be drove.”While Washington was criticized for his leadership
failures, this book helps the reader to understand Washington may have been the best leader.
Maximum success was achieved for the farmer soldiers of the Continental Army.”

Sandalls71, “Excellent, excellent book of the seminal year of American History. Thoroughly
researched and an extraordinarily well-written history of perhaps the most important year in
American History. McCullough (RIP) was a real treasure, whose prose makes it all come to life.
Full of real, researched historical details and hard to put down (not many heavily researched
history books can claim that). Goes well with his other book "John Adams." Ideally read as a
set.”

Ron krautstrunk, “The first year of the war was mostly defense until Trenton’s battle.. I enjoy
reading about our history. This book gives a detailed look into the first years fighting.”

Dave L, “Excellent Book for those who like history. Great book that tells the history of the
American Revolution. McCullough tells the story using Washington as the main character. It is a



fast moving book packed with quotations, from many military players such as Howe, Knox and
Greene and many others.”

Brett Alan Williams, “Heroic story of a lost people. McCullough’s style—so famously smooth—
made this 300-page book feel like 100 that ended too soon. I did wish it were longer. While
centered on George Washington and his generalship in 1776 alone, it’s a book about many
others who tell the story of a now-forgotten people. A people of such stirring and tireless grit we
today can barely conjure them in our wildest imagination. From teenage soldiers who witnessed,
undaunted, the most horrendous outcome of cannon fire as it happened on the field of battle to
pillars of the Revolution: Nathanial Green and Henry Knox. Green, one of eight Quaker sons,
physically handicapped by a childhood accident, and all of 33-years old, knew no more about
warfare, strategy, and tactics than what he’d read in books as a foundryman by trade. Yet he ran
the most tightly organized, disciplined, courageous troops in Washington’s rag-tag army. Barely
armed, this army was often without gunpowder, without pay or uniforms, often without shoes as
they trod over stones and ice, leaving trails of blood that British Loyalists laughed at.
Astonishingly, about one-third of Americans were Loyalists against the Revolution, so spies were
everywhere, deserters common, and Washington was as green at warfare as Green.
Washington made both brilliant innovations, as at Boston—surrendered by the British without a
shot fired—to ludicrous blunders at the Battel of Brooklyn. Except for victory at Trenton, N.J. in
the closing days of 1776, Washington’s success came through his talent for seemingly
impossible retreats. Somehow, by that X-factor of authentic leadership that inspires, he was able
to keep a force together despite so many returning home to farm, provide for the family, or just
had enough rather than fight for what was clearly the losing side.Of all the inspirations, it was
Knox who most astonished. At 250 pounds, six feet tall, and a booming voice, this jovial seventh
of ten Scotch-Irish Presbyterian sons was a 25-year-old bookseller who pulled off one of
history’s most remarkable military feats. He and his brigade seized 120,000 pounds of cannon,
mortars, and artillery from Fort Ticonderoga, then dragged it all with eighty yoke of oxen and
several hundred men through blizzards dumping 3-feet of snow, over rivers—one cannon fell
through the ice, and they fished it out—through thaws and mud, forests and mountain
wilderness for 300-miles, day and night for two-months until delivery to Boston and humiliation
of the “unbeatable” British Army.Frequently these people wrote to wives back home about their
“duty to history and our posterity.” That posterity would be us. After these heroic descriptions, I
found myself repeatedly faced with news of investigations into treasonous insurrectionists and
their Putin-loving demagogues like FOX RT’s Tucker Carlson who—cloaked in their Confederate
flags and swastikas—still call themselves patriots. Just how much would our Founders regret
their sacrifice?”

Gila Monster, “Very Compelling Read. This was my first book on the Revolutionary War and it
was a great primer. So many compelling events beyond the Declaration of Independence in the



year 1776, and this book does a great job of telling the story. Quite a page turner. What I learned
in this book really set me up for the lengthier book I'm reading now on the entire course of the
war.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Learned So Much. Riveting account of the Revolutionary War focusing
on the strategies, battles, and soldiers from both sides.Tremendous research such as letters
written by people involved bring life to it all.”

Hande Z, “Present at the creation. The world knows the year, 1776. Americans know and revere
the founding fathers, Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams, and Benjamin Franklin. In this
captivating book, MCCullough reminds readers of American history, that important as they were,
the founding fathers were politicians first, leaders, second. Their decision to declare
independence from Great Britain in 1776 was crucial, but that year was pivotal on the
battlefield.McCullough emphasises the contribution on the battlefield, for without victory there,
the declaration of independence would be just a mocked document down the path of history.
Yet, the initial battles were not easy, and many of the men who fought for America were either too
young or too old. America was also in dire shortage of guns and ammunition. Britain had a large
professional army, complemented by the feared Hessian troops.In the second half of the year
1776, George Washington, Nathanael Green, and Henry Knox became the unlikely heroes of all
time. They had their share of defeat and humiliation - one of Washington's generals (Lee) was
captured and taken prisoner by the British. Losses at the Battle of Brooklyn and the surrender of
Fort Washington were low points told with a dash of the thrill of war and the shame of men new
to warfare, but McCullough produced stunning accounts of the reversal of fortunes at Trenton
and Princeton that makes this book so interesting. McCullough produced the shock of stunning
reversals of fortune that readers may feel the battle heat as if she had been right there at the
frontline.”

Liam Kelleher, “A well written but narrow snapshot of the War of Independence, focusing on key
battles. I was hoping this book would be a revealing overview of the American War of
Independence. In some ways, it is that, painting a detailed picture of Washington in particularly,
as well as some of the other generals.However, it really focuses on a number of key battles and
spends a lot of time discussing the tactics. Firstly at the battle of Boston but secodnly spending
a long time on battle of Long Island and ultimately the capture of Manhatten. The book certainly
doesn't cover Washington in glory. Unfortunately the Decleration of Independence and its
signees get almost no coverage.This is primairly a book on military history, rather than a wider
geolpoltilical or politial tale.”

Sandra H. M. McIntier, “1776. As a lover of history I found this book to be very informative. I
never knew that so much happened in 1776. For the American's to get such a victory with only a



small militia must have been a sheer miracle.This book is a keeper.”

The book by Theodora Kroeber has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 5,349 people have provided
feedback.
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